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standard of the Parsee race, and the practical results which follow from the observance of the Zoroastrlan ritual A small death-rate and a large proportion of children prove the vigorous vitality of a race. The Parsees have the lowest death-rate of any of the many races who inhabit Bombay. The average for the two years 1881 and 1882 per thousand was for Hindoos 26*11; for Mussulmans 3(H6; for Europeans 20-18; for Parsees 19*26. The percentage of children under two years old to women between fifteen and forty-five was 30*27 for Parsees, as against Hindoos 22'24? and Mussulmans 24*9, showing incontestably greater vitality and greater care for human life.
Of 6,618 male and 2,966 female mendicants in the city of Bombay, only five male and one female were Parsees.
These figures speak for themselves. It is evident that a religion in which such results are possible cannot be unfavourable to the development of the c mens sana in corpore sano ;' and that, although we may not turn Zoroastrians, we may envy some of the results of a creed which inculcates worship of the good, the pure, and the beautiful in the concerns of daily life, as well as in the abstract regions of theological and philosophical speculation.